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Home Close Cottage ,  Reading Road,  Burghfield Common , Reading, RG7 3NJ  

 
Dear Members  

 

As I write this it is almost dark and it is only 4.30pm.  It is a difficult time o f year for those with 

horses to care for, we seem to ride less but work twice as hard, many of us leaving home in the dark 

only to have to come home again in the pitch black.  However,  although we yearn for those lovely summer 

evenings and Bournefield rall ies, all  is not lost - t here are lots of things we can busy ourselves with over 

these cold winter nights, read on and I will tell you more.  

 

If you are planning to compete next season, perhaps  you could give a different discipline a try along 

with those th at are already your favourites.  Members and trainers are friendly across all disciplines so 

donõt be scared to have a go at something new!  Training over the winter will assist with your goals so 

speak to the discipline heads about any weaknesses you feel  you may have and ask their advice on how 

best to work on them.  Each discipline runs various training sessions, show jumping starts from small 

jumps and these sessions are really beneficial for our eventers too, in the spring the outdoor XC 

training sessi ons will get under way but in the meantime Caroline has arranged some great sessions with 

Mark Smith. Our dressage trainer Fiona Harter is incredibly popular with members of all ages, so you 

may not yet be the next Anky or Carl no matter , she has a brillia nt way with the youngest of members 

talking to them in a language they understand. If the member is able to ride off of the lead rein they 

can be accommodated and for the little ones we can arrange shorter sessions to help with 

concentration, if you are in terested then speak to Gill Burgess.  Tetrathlon in particular is an all round 

sport, quite a few of our members who donõt yet ride but like to compete at the Bi and triathlons do so 

because the family like to go out and compete together.  The swim trainin g continues all through the 

winter and it is a great way to maintain fitness even for members who do not compete at tet, though 

watch out it is such a friendly atmosphere you may not be able to help yourself.  Shoot training for the 

8+ also continues throu gh the winter  if you are interested then speak to Brian Goodenough.  

 

There are lots of useful resources on line  not only with our own website which keeps you up to date with 

whatõs going on, but we also recommend you take a look at PCHQõs website www.pcuk.org here you will 

find the competition calendar if you select Area 13 you will be able to search local events  in our own 

area, events in areas 12 and 14 are often not too far away either.   We also recommend you take a look 

at the Pony Prep website www.ponyprep.org, this website has been designed by PC for its  members and 

has been shortlisted for an award.  On here you will find all sorts to keep the children occupied, from 

how to apply a tail bandage or fit a curb cha in to competitions and  games such as the colours and 

marking game ð it is a great resource for those taking their tests and badges with Anna Goodenough.  

 

Get yourself a cup of something warm and sit down and read on about the members achievements this  

year  and the exciting things that the committee have planned for winter.  T he mince pie rally (always 

fully booked), a Christmas farm ride and new for this ye ar the Mini/Junior disco; p lease support it so 

that it becomes a regular fixture on the calendar.  In addition we are looking into holding a bowling 

evening for our senior  members so there is a lot  coming up.  If you would like to see other activities 

then donõt be afraid to volunteer your services on the Supporters Committee they are always ready to 

welcome new members with new initiatives, give it a try!   All the best, have a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year ð enjoy, enjoy, enjoy!  

 

Nicki x  

  

http://www.ponyprep.org/


 
 

 

 
 

The Annual Prize Giving and Party was held on 26th November 2011 at Hillfields Farm, once again many 
thanks to the Steljes family for letting us use their lovely venue. As you will see from the list below, lots of 
members won awards ï if you did, please remember to get them engraved with your name before next years 
prize giving! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to all the members who were presented with awards; 
 
Senior Dressageéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éé.é..Alasdair Matthews 
Intermediate Dressageééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..ééééé..éNot Awarded  
Novice Dressageééééééééééé.éééééééééééééééééé..ééééé...Brittany Pearce 
Area Newcomer to Dressageééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é.Annaliese Turnbull 
Mountain ï Rising Eventerééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé..é.é.Not Awarded 
Open Eventing Cupéééééééééééééééééé..éé...éé.éééééééé.éAnnaliese Turnbull 
Ivor-Llewellyn Intermediate Eventeréééééééééééééééééééééééééé..éMolly McNickle 
Novice Eventing...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é..éé.Brittany Pearse 
Junior Eventeréééééééééééééé..éééééééééééééééé.éé.é...é........Storm Ryan  
Mini Eventeréééééééééééééé..éééééééééééééééééééé..é....Jasmine Cullum 
Polly Plate ï Senior Showjumpingééééééééé.éééééééé..é.ééééééé.....é..Not Awarded 
Jasper ï Intermediate Showjumpingéééééééé..éééééééééééééé..éé.éRhiannon Honey 
Bell Novice Showjumpingéééééééé..ééééééééé.ééééé..é...éééééé..Brittany Pearse 
Piccolo ï Mini Showjumpingééééééééééé..ééééééééé..éMorgan Bradford / Saskia Silewicz 
Beaumont ï Senior Tetrathloné....éééééééééééééééééééééééé.................Justin Brown 
Novice / Intermediate Tetrathlonééééé...ééééééééééééééééé...éééé..Rhiannon Honey 
Fletcher ï Junior Tetrathlon....ééééééééééééééééééé...ééééééé................ Ben Brown 
Best  Junior Girl Tetrathlonééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. .....Jax Dawes 
Chopping ï Mini Tetrathlonééé.éééééééééééééé.é...........................................Stephen Webber 
Best  Mini Girl Tetrathlonééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé......éHannah Webber 
Jacob ï Mini Triathlon..éééééééééééé..éééé.ééééé...éééé..é..Mayan Northway-Young 
Scutter ï Tetrathlon Endeavouréé.ééééééééééééééééééé................éPiers Flawn-Thomas 
Hatton-Brown Inspiration Cupééééééééééééééééééééé..........................Harry Goodenough 
Tetrathlon Managers Specialéééééééééééééééééééééééé.éé.....................Tia Weston 
Newcomer to Tetrathlon Trophyéééééééééééééééééé............................................Rory Hodge 
Pony Racing ééééééé.ééééééééééééééééé.ééééééééé..é....éé...JJ Sugden 
GSB Highest at Area Eventééééééé.ééééééééééééééééééééééAnnaliese Turnbull 
National Championships Cupéééé......................éééééééééééééééééééééJustin Brown  
Reilly ï Area Allrounderééééééé.ééé..éé.éééééééééééééééé.. éAnnaliese Turnbull 
Gloria ï All Round Boyééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé......Piers Flawn-Thomas 
Sentosa Blue ï All Round Girléééééé.éééééééééééééééééé..é.éééé.....Storm Ryan 
Lis Awardééé..ééééééééééé...ééééééééééééé.ééééééé...éé.Melissa Dawes 
Senior Endeavourééé...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.....................éMatt Hick 
White ï Junior Endeavouré.éé...éééééééééééééééééééééé..éé.éééEmily Faulkner 
Richardson Mini Endeavouré.ééé.ééééééééééééééé.éééééééé.............éMartha Dick 
Munro Ashman ï Citizenship & Courageé..ééééééééééééééééééé..éé..........Emma Durcan 
Palmer ï Attendance Cupé.ééééééé...éééééééééééééééé..Rachel Cross / Otillie Hewlett 
Carolyn Drake Challenge Cup..........................................................................................................Michael Webber 
Beech Hill Camp Trophyéé....éééé.éééééééééé.ééééééééé..éééé.....éEmily Winter 
Supporters Most Improvedéééééééééééééééééééééé...éééé.................éEllie Burfoot 
Robertsbridge All Round PonyééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééCarelue Tikker 
Ginny Plateééééééééééé...ééééééééééééé..ééééééééé.ééé..é.........Timmy 
Leo Shepheard Trophyééééééééééé...ééééééééééé.ééé...éé..............éCallum Heap 
Paddy Trophy for New Partnership..........................................................................................Ben Brown and Owen 
Polo Trophy............................................................................................................Millie Hine, Ned Hine, JJ Sudgen  
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The Main Pony Club Website ð www.pcuk.org  
 

For those of you that have either never looked or for those that have not recently looked at it, we 

strongly recommend that you take a look at the PC HQ webs ite.  It was substantially updated over last 

year and has lots of very useful info rmation.  

The following sections may be of particular interest;  

Calendar - This is great for finding out about  events  and competitions that are taking place  in our area 

(area 13) and other neighbouring clubs.  You can search by various criteria including date ranges and 

activity types.  

Parents Information ð lots of information including Pony Club Rules, child protection information, hat 

rules etc  

Classifieds ð Horses, ponies and other equestrian items for sale and wanted  

Disciplines  ð lots of information about the various disciplines that the Pony Club participate in (as a club 

we donõt cover them all, however if you are interested in trying something different, please contact 

Nicki Honey).  All the PC Dressage tests are available under this section as well  

Shop ð Great for PC books, rule books, DVDõs, gifts etc ð all sorts of pony club must haves  

Membersõ Area ð Loads of info for members on  Disciplines, Tests and Achievement Bad ges, Activities 

and Events, as well as competitions and games in the Pony Prep section, perfect for younger members.  
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Dress Code 
Just a reminder that the dress code for any rallies and training sessions is as follows: 

 Beige, cream or white jodhpurs 
 Either South Berks polo shirt or white shirt and tie with a sweatshirt 
 Black or brown long or short boots.  If chaps or gaiters are worn they should not 

have tassles or other embellishments.   
 Hats MUST be to current PC standards (you will not be able to ride if they are not) 

and should have black, brown or navy silks.   
 For XC Training, you must have long sleeves and a hat without a fixed peak.  You 

must also have a Medical Armband (available from the PC Shop). 
 Hairnets must be worn by girls unless they have very short hair. 
 Tack must be clean and in good condition.  

Anyone not wearing correct dress will not be allowed to take part in the rally.  
 

South Berks Yahoo E - mail Group  

The majority of the information distributed to our members over the course of each year is via our 

Yahoo e-mail Group, therefore if you are not signed u p to receive these e -mails, you will definitely  be 

missing out on important information!  If you are not already a member of the group and would like to 

keep in touch with what is happening, please contact Pam Ambler -White (details in the contacts 

section of the newsletter).  If you donõt have access to e-mail, please try to ôbuddy upõ with someone 

who does. 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2012 Pony Club Membership 
 

Enclosed with the newsletter you will find the Membership Renewal form for 2012.  You will see that the 
annual subscription has been increased to £58 per annum.  Our chairman, Cherry Michel has sent a letter 
with the form explaining the reasons for the increase, hopefully you will still feel that the subscription 
represents good value for money.  As a branch, the South Berks collect your subscription, but we then have to 
pay 60% of this amount to Pony Club HQ as capitation (see the information in the newsletter from our 
Treasurer, Franny Mills detailing how we make and spend our money).  One way that we can increase the 
funds we receive, at no cost to you, is for you to Gift Aid your subscription.  This way, we receive an additional 
£14.50 back from the taxman, so please, if you are a tax payer, ensure that you complete and sign the Gift 
Aid Declaration at the bottom of the form. 
Please return the form to Pam Ambler-White at the address shown as soon as possible ï but by 31

st
 January 

2012 at the latest to ensure continuity of membership.  After this date, your membership lapses and you will 
no longer be covered by the Pony Club Insurance, or be able to take part in any Pony Club activities. 
For those hoping to take part in Pony Club Area Teams this year, it is ESSENTIAL that we have your 
subscription by this date, if we donôt you will not be eligible to participate ï this is a Pony Club HQ rule, and is 
applied strictly and rigorously to all members without exception. 

 
Memberôs Representatives 

 There are two Members  Representatives, Wendy Webber for Mini and Junior members and 

Jo Webb for Senior members. The Members Representatives will  be able to explain what 

is available for different ages and abilities within the branch and are there to 

help everyone understand how it all works.  

 

Please feel free to contact these Reps, their details are on the website and they 

will be very happy to he lp!  

 
 
 
 
 

NEWBURY RACEDAY 
 
Newbury Racecourse had never seen anything like ité three children to a horse, dancing to Abba!  Our 
Hobby Horse dressage to music has been declared a huge hit, with thanks to members and parents 
rolling in from the RDA, Pony Club Headquarters and our Area Rep, Dawn Taylor. 
 
Classed as ñclassic Pony Club entertainment,ò the act involved 12 members aged from 9 to 17, riding 
horses made (and repaired!) by Mark Honey and fabulously painted by Georgie Frank.  Considering we 
had only two rehearsals and no accurate assessment of the arena size until we arrived, the result was 
tear-jerkingly brilliant! 
Check it out on the Pony Club website at http://members.pcuk.org/?page id=79. 
 
The Raceday started with a parade in Celebration of the Horse which included horses from the fields of 
dressage, eventing, endurance and driving, plus a couple of our local RDA ponies.  Leading them all past 
the flags and the stands was the Pony Club Pony ï 26 year old Bell who looked half her age, ridden very 
competently by Joe Goodenough.  Parents of both were very proud! 
 
Our efforts helped raise a massive £4,500 for the Newbury branch of the RDA so thanks again to all 
those who took part and to the mums and dads who ferried them all about! 
 
Bridget 
 

http://members.pcuk.org/?page


 
 

A few words about the Pony Club Accounts 
 
The draft accounts were distributed at the AGM. If anyone would like a copy or would like to ask a 
question about them, please contact me. Our year end is 31 December, when the final accounts will 
be prepared. 
 
This is a summary of what I spoke about at the AGM: 
 
Your membership subscription is used as follows, based on the 2011 membership fee of £50: 
 
 

£ Narrative 

+50 Individual membership subscription 

-30 Amount paid to Head Office (capitation 
fee) 

+10 Gift Aid received 

-27 = 3 free rallies each member is entitled to 
each year 

+7 Profit from camps 

-23 Overheads (insurance, accreditation 
courses for trainersô, Area 13 eventing 
loss)  

-13 Total per member needed to be funded 
by clothing sales and other fundraising 
activity 

 
 
This shape will be similar next year. Subscriptions are increasing to £58 for an individual and £145 
for a family from 1 January 2012, with corresponding increases in both capitation fees and, of 
course, gift aid. 
 
Also, I would like to be clear about who gets paid for what in the pony club. 
 
We pay: 
 
1. All instructors and trainers for instruction given. 
2. Hire fees to all venues used (and hire of equipment where applicable) 
3. Team managers, trainers in charge of warm up and course walkers at competitions.  
 
 
We do not pay: 
 
1. Any committee member for any committee business 
2. Discipline heads and other committee members who perform a ónon-technicalô role at 
competitions and rallies. In other words, if they are just there to support our members, they are paid 
nothing, not even for fuel. 
 
Franny Mills 
sbpctreasurer@hotmail.co.uk 
0788 182 1513 

 
 

mailto:sbpctreasurer@hotmail.co.uk


 
 

Polo over the summer , by Sam Courtier - Dutton  

This summer, in mid July, my mum and I and a horse borrowed from a friend set off for the first of the practice 
tournaments for the pony club polo season. I didnôt really know what to expect. Iôd met one member of the 
mixed team that Iôd been put in briefly once before and other than that knew practically no one there. Having 
said that, and despite losing all of our chukkas it was a great day. The horse that I was borrowing was quite 
lively at times and for the first couple of chukkas of each tournament we spent half of the time with all four feet 
off of the ground; thankfully this improved for the last few and, when not in the air, she was actually a very 
good horse. The second tournament was a week later and despite losing once again we scored some goals 
and started to improve. As we all got to know each other we all started to play better as a team and improve, 
so that by the end we were taking possession and scoring.  
Before we knew it we were in the qualifiers for the championships. The first couple of qualifying tournaments 
didnôt go very well, even after the improvements from the practices. It seemed that everyone else had 
improved too! Eventually it came down to the last qualifiers and we really had to pull something out of the bag 
to make it to Cowdray and the famous party on the Saturday night that we were all looking forward to. And 
somehow with advice and coaching from the Cowdray Pony Club Head of Polo, we managed to win all four of 
our matches and qualified for Cowdray. 
The camping field at Cowdray was quite an experience. I wasnôt big but they still managed to fit in dozens, 
and dozens of caravans, tents, horseboxes and trailers. You should have seen some of the motor homes, 
they were incredible.  After our winning streak from the previous tournament we were rearing to go and 
looking forward to extending it.  We didnôt do quite as well at the championships, but still managed to come 
sixth.  We had a brilliant time and by the end of the season I know that I had improved massively and I canôt 
wait for next year. But riding is not all that happens at Cowdray. The party on the Saturday night is definitely 
one of the highlights. It is great fun for both parents and players and is renowned for being unruly to say the 
least. It is almost as big an event as the polo itself! 
Polo brings a whole new dimension to horse riding and in my opinion is definitely one of the most exciting and 
enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

TETRATHLON NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2011 by Rhia Honey 
 

In August Justin, Piers and I made our way up to Hartpury for the Pony Club National 
Tetrathlon Championships.  We were supported by many PC families such as the 
Dawes and the Goodenoughs and of course all our own families. This made for a very 
lively atmosphere during our nights camping and this year the sun shone for most of the 
time and it was a lovely experience! 
We were all excited and set off on the Thursday to settle down the horses, this year we 
were in the elite stabling rather than the temporary stables and our horses were very 
pleased to be in the lap of luxury.  Once they were settled we went to find the rest of our 
Area 13 camp mates, as the only girl competing from our branch due to Melissaôs injury 
and Rebeccaôs fencing commitments I was pleased to join up with Hayley and 
Suzannah who were competing for neighbouring branches.  Without doubt Tet is a truly 
family orientated discipline and as we see each other at the competitions the Area 13 
competitors are just part of our extended PC family. 
There is never a dull moment at the PC Nationals, as there is always somewhere to be 
either competing yourself or supporting one of the others so we were really grateful for 
the family support. The mums made wonderful dinners, curry one night, chilli and 
bolognese on others and of course we all mucked in with the washing up.  One evening 
Mrs Goodenough was a little hyper and started a water fight, I think I came off worse 
when Piers tipped the washing up bowl over my head not realising all the cutlery was 
still in it. Talking of Mrs Goodenough, she has a bit of a thing about wearing boys pants 
but I will let her explain that one!  We had plenty of time to school which helps settle the 
ponies; the venue is fantastic with lots of schools and a XC area though it does help if 
you remember to do your bridle up at the beginning of your schooling session (Piers!). 
There are too many fun times to mention them all but suffice to say, from the younger 
members who came along to support us to us oldies, we all had a fabulous time.  On 
the Saturday evening we went to the big Tet competitors party which is always 
memorable. I understand our trainer, Brian Goodenough, although not actually at the 
party was waylaid by some fellow competitors on campus for a touch of chair racing! 
Brian will tell you more about Tet in his report. I enjoy all four phases the run, swim, 
shoot and ride and hope next year Piggy will be back to her old self as at this yearôs 
champs following a llama drama earlier in the year she just wasnôt on form ï but thatôs 
tet, the trick is getting everything right all at the same time but hey thatôs the fun!  I just 
want to say if you have never been then you really must, it is a highlight of my year and 
Iôm really sad that next year I will not be able to compete because my World Challenge 
trip means I am away for the Area Competitions but Iôll be going to the Nationals to 
support my friends and I recommend anyone that wants to comes along too.   
 

My thanks to Brian who kept our 
nerves in check throughout the event 
and was unfailing in his support.  
Everyoneôs support was brilliant and I 
would like to say well done to Justin 
and Piers who really did get 
everything right in all four phases this 
time and both performed brilliantly ï 
though it has to be said they had a 
weird sense of what constitutes 
fashionable for the running phase as 
the photo shows ï although they tell 
me it was to prevent wind resistance! 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The KBIS Training Bursary 

 
 
The Bursary was first awarded in 2010 to Annaliese Turnbull with her young horse George, who put the money 

to excellent use training hard. They have made great progress since and have now moved up to Open level 

eventing with success.  
 

Last year, the Bursary was awarded to Justin Brown with his horse Eadgyth. They have had a very successful 
2011 season in both Eventing and Tetrathlon:  

 
After gaining the KBIS award at last yearôs AGM I set myself and my horse  Eadgyth 2 goals. 

- One to get to the National Championships with Tetrathlon 

- !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 9ŀŘƎȅǘƘΩǎ ŘǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏƻǳld enjoy eventing with the pony club and start 

some BE events. 

Over the year we have trained with Richard Waygood ï pre event season training, Debbie Carpenter who has 
helped with our dressage and Richard and Marjorie Ramsay who have spent many hours being very patient 
with both Eadgyth and myself ï we both hate flat work! 
 
During the year I have also attended Pony Club coaching training and taken and passed my H test lunging, my 
BHS Riding and Road Safety, stage 1 and 2 and will shortly tackle my stage 3 and ABRS teaching exams. 
The goals we set after the AGM we managed to achieve. We had great fun tackling a big course at Hartpury at 
the Tetrathlon National Championships and came 4

th
 overall.  We also came 5

th
 at the Pony Club area event.  

The end of this season gave us time to do a couple of BE events, we were placed 11
th
 in the first one and after 

an excitable dressage in the second we ended 19
th
. 

 

We have really benefitted from the award as we have been able to put some extra focus on the dressage. 
Next year we will continue to try to become more consistent in the dressage arena and have fun! 
 

Thank you 

Justin  and Eadgyth  
 
 

Each year for four years, KBIS Equine Insurance very generously provide 

a £250 Training Bursary to one of our members ï the Bursary is to be 

used for training in the memberôs chosen disciplines over the year.  
 

This year the KBIS Bursary has been awarded to Michael Webber. We look forward to hearing 
about the training that Michael has planned for the 2012 season and hope that the Burs ary helps 

him have a very successful 2012 season.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TESTS PASSED 2011 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!  To everyone who passed their tests in 2011: 

 
E Test  
Grace Leaver 
Louis Hine  
Thomas Perrott 
Daniel Wittenbury  
Rory Hodge 
Nancy Harper 
 
D Test  
Chelsea Ellams 
Summer Allen-Hallet  
Emily Collings  
Ella Cox 
Shannon Knight 
Alice McCall 
Nora Shields 
Ottilie Hewlett  
Regan Weston 
Isabella Worthington  

Amber Spencer 
Elli Ussi  
Lucy Henry 
Harry Hewlett  
 
D+ Test  
Becky Gaut 
Rowan Shields 
Niamh Smith  
Hannah Webber 
Lauren Marshall  
Morgan Bradford  
Maya Burnand 
Iona Gilchrist  
Laura Misson 
Melissa 
 
C Test  
Ben Brown 

Michael Webber 
Olivia Holden  
Abigail  Faulkner 
Helena Murray  
Storm Ryan 
 
B Riding  
Matt Hick  
B Horse & Pony Care  
Matt Hick  
Georgia Braby 
 
Lungeing  
Rhia Honey 
Justin Brown  
Alasdair Matthews 
 

 
 

 

MINI X/C TRAINING  

 

A sunny Saturday morning in October saw us at Withy Copse Farm for Mini XC Training.  

This is a new venue for us, and has a great range of mini jumps including steps, wate r, logs 

and more. All our members seemed to have great fun, and hopefully learned a lot as well.  

The second group had a few green ponies who also came on in leaps and bounds (literally!) 

as they progressed round the course.  

We are planning to run more ses sions here in the New Year, so keep an eye on the website 

for details.  

 

PONY CLUB COACHING 
In June 2011, Justin Brown, Rhia Honey and Sophie Clarke completed the Intro to Pony Club Coaching 
Year 1 Course. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTING  REPORT  2011 (Caroline Frank) 
 
This season has seen several new partnerships, as well as our regulars, competing and performing well at 
the events. The season began in early April with an outing to the Grafton at Ascott-under-Wychwood. At 
Level 4, a 2

nd
 for Biz and a 3

rd
 for Molly gave a promising start to the year. 

 
At Bisley in May, Storm Ryan and Timmy started their very consistent and successful year with a  
2

nd
 at Level 2, Storm went on to record two wins and another 2

nd
 through the season. Helena Silewicz was 

7
th
 in her class. At Level 3, Brittany Pearce and her new pony Mal dot com had a brilliant 1

st
. Also during 

May, Justin Brown and Bradfield Eadgyth came 5
th
 in Level 4 at Coombelands. At the same event, Hatty 

Burton and Dilly won their Level 3 section. Hambleden a week later was a ógood day at the officeô for the 
Level 4 team with 8

th
 for Molly and Konan, 9

th
 for Justin and Eadgyth, and 11

th
 for Piers and Frodo. Biz 

Dance moved up to Open and had a good day with Cookie for 4
th
 place. May was rounded off with four 

teams going to the Garth South Event at Tweseldown, it was a strong cross country course at all levels. 
Brittany and Mal dot com were placed 7

th
 at Level 3. The Open team of Molly (first open), Biz and Annaliese 

came out winners with Biz individual 6
th
 in her arena. 

 
At the end of June, Woodland held their event at Rosehill. At Level 3, Brittany scored another 1

st
, Elinor 

Fleming came 5
th
 on Talisker and 7

th
 on Bravo, and Charlotte Rowe-Jones finished 6

th
 riding Finnegan for 

the first time. 
 
The season culminated at the Area Qualifier at BCA in July. At Level 3, Brittany came 5

th
 in her arena and 

Elinor came 7
th
 with Talisker. The Level 4 team of Molly, Rhia, Matt and Justin showed their usual team 

spirit and all went clear XC. All placed individually; Justin 4
th
, Molly 5

th
, Matt 7

th
 and Rhia 10

th
. 

In the Open class, Annaliese and George performed really well to finish 4
th
. 

 
At the end of the season our minis were out at the Vine mini event where Lauren Marshall came 2

nd
, and 

Jasmine Cullum was 4
th
 at Garth and S.Berks. 

 
Well done to all of you who showed a huge amount of commitment to training and competition alike. 

 
Weston Park Three Day Event -Alasdair Matthews 

The British Eventing Under 18 Championships take place at Weston Park in Shropshire in early October 
each year.  The championships are run at CCI (International) one-star level. After a successful season at 
BE Novice level Carelue Tikker and I were selected as part of the Central Area Squad. 
The dressage was a ólong formatô (20x60m arena) test with two judges. Our warm-up went well but our 
actual test was a bit tense so our final score was not terrible, but not that great either. 
The cross-country course was long and challenging. I walked it a total of four times beforehand, to make 
sure that I knew all the twists and turns and exactly which lines to take. There were 30 jumping efforts of up 
to 1.10m in height, including two water complexes and several combinations over 4600m of hilly parkland. 
The actual ride went very well ï Tikker was fit enough to keep galloping for the whole of the optimum time 
of 9 minutes so we went clear with only 4 time penalties. I lost my whip and also one of my stirrups 
temporarily in the main water complex so lots of leg was needed over the last couple of fences but Tikker 
was a real star and came home safe and sound. He also recovered quickly and so did not need any extra 
attention from the veterinary team who check all the horsesô heart rates at the end of the course.  
At three day events the show jumping is on the final day so after the final official trot up, where the ground 
jury passed Tikker as completely sound, we walked the course. The jumps were up to 1.15m and included a 
double and a treble. Tikker was quite tired after his marathon effort the previous day so sadly we had two 
fences down.  Watching the final few riders was really exciting as the final rider managed to hold his nerve 
and had just one fence down to hold onto first place. His Mum burst into tears just as they crossed the finish 
line! The Central Area was third overall ï a good result for a squad that had several riders who had not 
competed at this level before. 
We made our way home very tired but really pleased at our performance, especially in the cross country. 
We are working hard at our dressage this winter and looking forward to next season at Pony Club Open and 
BE Intermediate and one-star level. 
 
 EVENT TRAINING WITH MARK SMITH 

Mark is an experienced FEI rider as well as a BE accredited trainer, he is well known for helping riders with XC jumping as 
well as how to judge your pace and keep your horse balanced and in rhythm during your cross country round. 

 Training 2: VENUE TBC, SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12TH - XC ON GRASS 
See South Berks website for booking forms, Training suitable for Juniors and Seniors 

If you would like more information about Mark please see his website: http://www.msjump.co.uk/ 

This training is suitable for Junior and Senior members. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SHOW JUMPING REPORT 2011 (Hayley Turnbull) 
 
We started the year off with many SJ training sessions ongoing throughout the year taken by our 
instructors Megan Fletcher (Novice Level) and both Mark Wilder and Joe Harter (Intermediate/Open 
Level) which have really been beneficial to our club.  

Our first competition was the Craven Hunt SJ at Newbury Showground and saw once again so many of 
our South Berks members out competing. There were 2 rings ongoing throughout the day, ring 1 was for 
Pony Club teams and individuals and ring 2 was for individuals only.  

Well done to all our competitors. Our team in Class 1 of Storm Ryan, Anna Worthington, Ella Seager 
and Olivia Lambert came 3rd. Also Olivia Holden came 6th individually in this class. Some individual 
results were Storm Ryan 1st in the 60cm and Emma Durcan 6th place in 90cm. 

We had 1 member jump at Royal Windsor Horse Show, Alistair Matthews on Carelue Tikker in the Pony 
Club class.  Alasdair and Tikker did well, but unfortunately had one fence down in the first round. There 
were only 9 clear rounds out of a class of about 32. Tikker had never been to such a big event before 
but coped brilliantly with all the noise, people, army vehicles moving around, tents and flags etc. The 
class ran about an hour late so there was a lot of waiting around in the collecting rings. Although he 
found it quite difficult to concentrate in the arena he kept in a good rhythm and jumped well - it was 
unfortunate that a hind hoof just caught that one pole! 
 

Area 13 SJ (30th July 2011) saw our Intermediate, Novice and Mini teams all head off to Herriard Park, 
near Basingstoke. The weather was lovely and not a rain drop in sight, it was so nice to see great team 
spirit and everyone supporting one another. You all should be very proud of yourselves for turning your 
horse/pony and yourselves out impeccably, you are a credit to the South Berks branch.  

In the Intermediate ring, the 1st round saw some good clear rounds jumped by Matt Hick and Piers 
Flawn-Thomas and also Justin Brown (but unfortunately Justin missed a fence and was eliminated, 
never mind Justin, Eadgyth jumped a fab clear round in our eyes). The 2nd round proved a lot more 
technical and caught the boys out with quite a few poles falling around the course, however a special 
mention must go to Rhia Honey who only had 4 faults. The Intermediate team were not placed however 
they were placed 4th in the tack and turnout competition. Well done.  

The Novices 1st round also saw some good rounds jumped by Sophie Shields, Rebecca Mayle, Emma 
Durcan and Katie Mills who all had 4 faults, Brittany Pearse jumped a lovely clear round on the ever 
reliable Malcolm. The 2nd round was also more technical with an imposing water tray added and caught 
out a few of our Novices, never mind, you know what you need to practice at home now. Unfortunately 
Rosie Courtier-Dutton was not feeling well and did not compete in the second round. Brittany and 
Malcolm were very unlucky to roll a pole in the second round and narrowly missed out on the jump off.  

The Mini teams all did really well with some members competing for the 1st time for the club. In the 1st 
round, which was a more technical course than I have seen in a very long time in a mini ring, we had 
some excellent clear rounds from Morgan Bradford, Storm Ryan, Abby Faulkner, Saskia Silewicz and 
Emily Faulkner. Unfortunately Ella Moffatôs pony took a dislike to a pig filler and was eliminated. In the 
2nd round they added a skinny wavy union jack plank jump that caused many problems. Both Morgan 
and Saskia jumped clear again and had to jump off for an individual rosette. Unfortunately both girls had 
those planks down and narrowly missed out on a place. However the South Berks A team ended up in 
7th place overall out of 21 teams so many congratulations to Morgan Bradford, Storm Ryan, Abby 
Faulkner and Helena Silewicz, who did not compete because she had a nasty fall in the warm up arena 
before the 1st round and was taken off to hospital. However I am pleased to report that Helena is 
absolutely fine.  

Lastly can I say a big thank you to Joe Harter who came and course walked and warmed up the 
Intermediate and Novice teams, you certainly made a big difference in keeping everyone calm on the 
day not just our members but parents as well.  

More training dates will commence in the New Year so please keep an eye out on the website. 




