
SOUTH BERKS BRANCH OF THE PONY CLUB 
 

NEWSFLASH – September 2009 
 

and Welcome all the new members who have joined the branch since the last 

newsletter – Katie Turner, Helena Silewicz, Saskia Silewicz, Millie Hine, Ned Hine , 

India Hine, Simone Greatorex 

 

Pony Club Mini Championships 
 

The South Berks Mini Teams had an excellent day at the BCA on Sunday 30th August with some 
particularly impressive results from all three disciplines. 
  

The eventing team finished 6th, with individual scores for Victoria Fleming 4th, Emma Durcan 6th and 
Elinor Fleming 7th - Both Elinor and Emma had double clears for SJ/XC and Katy Mills had a great 
first outing on Misty with only a couple of stops across country and finishing well. 
  

The Show Jumping team of Jax Dawes, Ella Seager, Anna Worthington and Helena Murray finished 
in 7th place with only 4 faults and double clears to Jax and Anna. The team of Emily Taylor, Lydia 
Wauchope, Sophie Pulleyn and Jax Dawes finished on 16 faults with Double clears for Lydia and 
Sophie. 
  

The Dressage team of Sophie Pulleyn, Laura Misson, Sophie Seager and Jasmine Cullum finished 
8th. Jasmine and her pony Milkshake showed everyone how it should be done by coming equal third 
in her arena!  The team's 8th place was a wonderful achievement for such a young team where none 
of them have ever done anything like this before. Ella Seager, Anna Worthington and Helena 
Murray all rode nice tests but were unfortunately unable to drop a score as there were only three of 
them in the team therefore they were unplaced but made up for their disappointment in the show 
jumping! 
  

Well done to everyone! 
  

Claire Mission 
 
Note: If you have represented South Berks as a member of a mini team for the branch in Dressage, Show Jumping, XC, 

ODE etc you are entitled to a badge to sew onto your PC sweatshirts - left arm!! 
This doesn’t just include those who represented the branch this weekend at the Mini Champs but any branch competition.  

We would like to give these out at the AGM so please let Claire know asap so no one is forgotten! 
 

 

On behalf of the supporters committee our warmest thanks to all those who contributed so much to 
make the day so successful. Not only to those who were there on the day but also those who helped 

on both Friday and Saturday in setting up the dressage and show jumping rings, putting up the 
marquees ( didn't our new South Berks marquees look great ? ) and mapping out the lorry park. 

 
We received so many compliments from competitors, parents and team managers for running a very 
successful event which was a testament to all your efforts and I am delighted to pass them on to you. 

 
Many of you persuaded friends and relatives to come along and help. Firstly, I do hope they enjoyed 

themselves and secondly please pass on our grateful thanks to them as I don't have all their e-mail 
addresses to thank them personally. 

 
Again, therefore, sincere thanks - we couldn't have done it without you all! 

 
Tracy Porter 

 
 

 

 



Area Qualifiers 
 

Dressage at Eashing Farm 
 

The Area Qualifier this year was held at Eashing Farm, Surrey on 1st August. The weather was pretty miserable and wet on 
the day. 
  
We sent two Open teams this year the first being; Georgie Frank , Lily Parkinson who finished 6th in her arena, Laura 
Burgess finished 4th and Victoria Dance 6th, they gained 5th place overall in the team competition.  Our second, less 
experienced, Open team were Sophie Clark, Courtenay Argyle and  Katrina Harris who finished 5th in her arena, a super 
result for her first try at area. 
  
Our intermediate teams were; Alice White, Tara Spillman, Alastair Matthews who finished 3rd, and Rebecca James. Also 
Matt Hick, Holly Carter, Annaliese Turnbull and Rhia Honey. Alastair had a fantastic result at his first 'Area' and was 
unfortunate not to qualify for the Nationals. However, congratulations go to Rhia Honey, who finished 4th in her arena and 
qualified for the National Championships.  
  
The Novice team of Alex Webb, Rosie Courtier-Dutton, Sophie Shields, and Libby Bamforth caught the worst  of the bad 
weather and were not placed on this occasion but put in a sterling performance in the pouring rain. 
  
The rain did not prevent us having an enormous picnic, with some homemade delights, meringues with strawberry and 
cream (thanks the to the DC) and not to forget the traditional Dressage tipple, Pimms. 
  
A special thanks to Fiona for doing warm-up's for everybody. As always we give her our thanks for her dedication and 
support. 
  
We look forward to seeing you all at the Dressage Training sessions running each month through to Christmas. 
  

Shirley. 
 

Show Jumping at Cranleigh Showground 4th August 2009 

 
A long drive to Cranleigh near Guildford in typical British summer conditions did little to dampen the enthusiasm 

of the 26 Riders who represented SBPC at all levels for this year’s Area competition.  

Unfortunately the Jill’s Gymkhana Rule – Rain before seven, fine before eleven failed to hold true & it continued 
to rain for most of the day, producing very wet conditions.  

In spite of this many of our riders produced good results –  
 

Minis 
 

South Berkshire A Abby Faulkner South Berkshire B Emma Durcan 

 Anna Worthington  Brittany Pearce 
 Flora Quesnel  Helena Murray 

 Katie Mills  Alex Rimmer 
 

The A team were reduced to 3 as Flora had to withdraw as her Pony was unwell, they all jumped very well & 
finished on 4 faults. They were also 5th in the Tack & Turnout. 

The B team were brilliant finishing on a zero score, Brittany then jumped off for the team producing a good 

clear round, resulting in a 6th place for the team. 
 

Novices  
  

South Berkshire A Sophie Shields South Berkshire B Michael Webber 
 Rebecca James  Sam Courtier-Dutton 

 Rosanna Courtier-Dutton  Alexander Webb 

 Charlotte Rowe-Jones  Holly Carter 
    

Individuals Matt Hick & Libby Bamforth  
 

Not such a good day for the Novice teams a tough course on wet ground & a small arena which really tested 
the Horses & Riders. 
 

The A team Finished on 98 penalties after two rounds, a good score for the English cricket team but less 
favourable for Showjumping! But a brave attempt particularly for first timers at Area & I am sure they will 

continue to improve. 
It was even worse for the B team who reconvened by the Ambulance after Jumping, not a good omen. 

Fortunately Michael soon bounced back from his fall, Alex forgave Bob for disliking the Wall & Holly & Sam 



jumped clear in the 1st round. Holly & Sam jumped again, Sam finished on Zero, Holly on eight, so a good 

effort by these two. 
Our two Individuals found the course tough, Matt finished on 25 faults, & Libby’s horse decided to call it a day 

in the 2nd Round. 
 

Intermediates  

 
South Berkshire Katrina Harris   

 Alice White   
 Rhiannon Honey   

 Rebecca Mayle   

    
Individual Charlie Pyke Jones   

 
The intermediates fared better with the team finishing on 48 faults & a 4th in the Tack & Turnout.  Again the 

course was up to height & technical, made harder by the rain, Alice had to withdraw her horse as he was not 

enjoying the ground, so they were reduced to a team of 3. 
Our Individual Charlie Pyke Jones did very well finishing on 8 Faults. 
 

Open  

 
South Berkshire Hannah Turnbull   

 Laura Burgess   
 Victoria Cave   

 

As a team they were unplaced but all jumped well. First timers at Open, Victoria & Laura made a few mistakes 
& incurred some time penalties but both did well over a testing course. Hannah Turnbull did really well to finish 

on 4 faults & then had to jump off to decide her final placing. She finished 5th out of 40 starters which was a 
good result. 
 

Jo Webb 

 
Eventing at Iping West Sussex 

 

 
 

Iping in Sussex was the venue for this year's Area 13 Qualifier. The South Berks put forward a team at Level 3 

and Level 4, and 2 individuals at Level 5 as well as individuals at Levels 3 and 4. The course is renowned for 

being rather tricky with several light into dark fences and many wooded tracks to negotiate. The Level 3 team 
of Sophie Clarke, Rebecca Collett, Sam Courtier-Dutton and Holly Carter all had a rewarding day out and the 

team finished 3rd, just missing out on qualification for the Novice Champs. Holly finished 5th, Sam 8th and 
Sophie 2nd this meant Sophie qualified as an individual for the Cheshire Championships. Matt Hick also had a 

promising day on Harry. 
 

The Level 4 team of Biz Dance, Alice White, Alastair Matthews and Katrina Harris continued with their very 

good summer, the team finished 5th in a very strong class with Biz winning her section with a super double 
clear and qualifying as an individual for the National Champs at Draycott. Alice and Alasdair also gained 7th 

places as individuals. Rhia Honey did very well to complete the course on a horse she doesn't usually compete 
and with the added hindrance of loose dogs on the course. 

 

In the Level 5 class, a strong cross country course was very influential and Georgie Frank was delighted to 
finish 3rd in her section and qualify for the Open at the National Championship at Draycott and Georgina 

Carlisle also had a super clear cross country to finish 7th in her arena. 
 

Caroline Frank 

 



 

 

DRAYCOTT PONY CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
On Sat 15th August a very hassled Biz and Mary headed for Derbyshire!! Mary had been let down by the 
horsebox hire firm and was heading north with nowhere to stay! Cookie the horse was comfortably 'at home'  

in his new stable while Biz and Mary trekked across Derby to a 'Travel-lodge' for the night. However, Biz and 

Cookie pulled out all the stops with a good dressage and another double clear, to finish 8th in their  
arena, a fabulous achievement in an extremely competitive class with huge entries. 

 
The prize-giving didn't finish until 8.00pm. on Monday night and they both decided to crash out in the Frank 

caravan rather than face the M1 after such an eventful day. Georgie had dressage on Monday, Charlie did a 
respectable test (trying to ignore the exciting mounted games next to the warm-up!). The cross-country course 

was indeed a 'championship' course and they went extremely well with just one error, they finished a creditable  

14th overall.  
 

It was a great weekend, there is so much to see at the championships, from elegant Dressage to Music to 'Hell 
for Leather' mounted games and polo. We are already looking forward to trying to get there again in 2010! 

 

Caroline Frank 

 
Biz Dance at the Pony Club Championships 

 

 
 

 
Qualifying for the Pony Club Championships at Draycott House, Derbyshire was very exciting. I 
competed in the Intermediate Eventing as an individual, we chose to do the day before dressage, so 
that meant going up on the Saturday, we had hired a lorry for the weekend, but the night before the 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǊŀƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊǊȅ ƘŀŘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ah¢ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
another one, my mum spent hours trying to get another lorry and failed, it was not looking good! 
 
I was so upset as there was nowhere to stay in Derbyshire. We rang Caroline Frank as they were 
going up on the Sunday, to ask if we could share with them, thankfully she agreed. This meant only 
getting somewhere to sleep on the Saturday night, we eventually found a B&B the other side of 
Derby they had one room left. I was so pleased as this meant we could go up Saturday with the 
trailer, so Cookie could get settled in the day before and the journey only took about two and a half 
hours. 
 
I was the 1st one off on Sunday in the dressage in my section so I was very nervous, but I did ok I got 
41.07 which was an average score. On the Monday I had a very early start as my show jumping was 
at 8am, I was the second one to go, which was quite difficult as I could only watch the person go 
before me. The show jumping course was nice, not too big and it rode nice too! I went clear, but it 
did cause a few problems for some, next was the cross-country.  



 
By this time I was very nervous and once again I was the second one to go. When we walked the 
course it was very challenging, you needed to be focused and know just how to approach each fence. 
The time was very important too! I was very pleased with Cookie he did a brilliant job and could help 
me tackle the cross country, he was perfect and always responded well. We went clear and within 
the time allowed. I was delighted.  
 
We waited hours for the results, and when they did put them up, we had a mad dash to get ready for 
the prize giving, as this was mounted. My poor mum was running up and down all over the place, as 
the stabling was miles away.  I was placed 8th, just in the rosettes, and I also received a rosette for 
jumping double clear, there were 220 competitors in the class with 44 in my section. It was a long 
weekend but it was worth it.  
 
I had a great time! 
 
By Biz. 

Back in May Emma Durcan and Paddy qualified for the Regional Final of the UK Riders Challenge at 2õ3. 
The Regional Final was held at Hall Place and they came 1st qualifying for the National Final at Arena UK 
in Lincolnshire on the 15th August. They finished in a fantastic 6th place in the finals. A very well done to 

Emma and Paddy! 

 

ñMasked Ballò 

 

The South Berks Pony Club are holding a Masked Ball at Mill Hall in Newbury on Friday 5
th
 

December.   This is a fantastic venue and more information is available on our website. If you haven't 

booked a table yet, then please do. It has been a very successful event in the past and we hope to make 

it bigger and better this year. 

 

If there are any parents who feel that they would like to be part of a committee to help with the 

organisation and decoration of the venue then please do get in touch. Your help would be very 

gratefully received. Please send me an e-mail if you wish to help and I will then arrange a suitable 

time to meet and discuss ideas. 

Sarah Harris 

 

 

 

Storm Ryan and Samber took part in the National Shetland Pony Show in Malvern in July where they qualified 
for the Mountain and Moorland National Dressage Championship that will be held next Spring at Addington 

Equestrian Centre. 

Very Well Done to you both! 
 

Many congratulations to Tara Sp illman, Ellie Holland and Beth King 

who all passed their Lungeing Test earlier this year . 
 

 



 
 

SBPC Website  
 

I hope you are all enjoying reading about your pony club friends on the website www.southberks. co.uk , 

everyone seem s to be out enjoying themselves and there have been some brilliant results.  

 
I know a lot of you have new ponies and horses and I have created a new page in the photo gallery so that 

you can show your new four legged friends to your fellow riders and instr uctors.  
 

I would love to receive a photo (jpg) of your new pony and know a little bit more about him or her.  
 

Please send the information to me at f.shields@sodexopass.co.uk  and you can feature on the webs ite.  

 
Don't forget to send me your news and photos too about what you and your pony have been up to.......  

 
Fiona Shields  

 

Southern Novice Championships at Pachesham EC on 23rd August 2009 
 

 
 

The event was extremely well-organised and actually ran early. We all arrived in plenty of time to view 
some of the horse trials competitors jumping the first course and then to get back to the lorries and tack 
up. The course was winding but flowing and the fences up to height but not spooky and as the event was 
on a ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ΨŘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘΩΦ 
This was especially important as Rhys had only just returned from camp but we decided that doing their 
best, and enjoying themselves was the theme of the day  
 

We were the first team on and so warmed up before the course walk and then got straight back on to go 
in. In the first round at 95cm all ours had clear rounds which gave the other teams something to chase. 
For the second round the course walk was timetabled for 1pm but as everything was running early by the 
time we got there it was over and the first two teams were in. As we had gone clear we were 5th to jump 
so the Mothers had to rush back and get the horses whilst the children viewed a few other rounds. Much 
of the course had been reversed and, of course it had gone up too, but the most troublesome fence was a 
short strided double which many were having down. However going into the arena we knew we simply 
had to get fewer than 24 faults all told to be in with a shout. Rhys had an unlucky two poles, then Libs and 
Betty had a pole and just as they were coming to the last fence the photographer popped up and Betty 
ran out, so another 8 faults. It was all down to Kate, who managed a brilliant steady and careful round 
with only 4 faults from one pole down. We knew at this point that we could come at worst 3rd place so 
were very pleased.  
 

In fact the Sandhurst and Vine teams did really well producing the only double clears (only 5 out of 50 
competitors) for the individual jump off. The Sandhurst won but we had ridden really nicely, and had such 
a good day we were really pleased anyway. 
Well done on such an excellent day to everybody.  
Charlotte Bamforth 

mailto:f.shields@sodexopass.co.uk


My B Test Experience 
 

I took my B test on the 28
th
 July 2009. I decided to take the test because it is a recognised qualification and it has increased my riding skills 

and equine management largely due to the preparation beforehand. This has therefore set me up very well for my new start at college in 
September where I will be studying a National Diploma in Equine Management.  
 
For the B test you need to make sure that your riding standard is high and try to eliminate any bad habits you might have.  I found my worst 
habit before taking the test was riding with my reins too long, and it was commented on by several people in lessons before the test. 
 
Another important part of the riding stage is to be able to ride and assess another person’s horse and it’s suitability for a fictional scenario.  
Luckily throughout the past year I have been working on Katherine Jones’ yard and have had the opportunity to ride a number of horses.  
This helped me enormously and was commented on as being the strongest part of my test.  
   
For the stable management side of the test you need to have good knowledge of general equine management and also be able to do 
practical tasks such as bandaging to a high standard.  The B Test “A Working Notebook” by Tish Adams was an extremely important 
resource to me during my studying, along with the Manual of Horsemanship which goes into greater detail. 
 
On the day itself I made sure that I was fully prepared, and got to the yard early to make sure Tikarla and myself were turned out to a high 
standard including her being plaited up.  We got to the venue, Lower Peake, in plenty of time in order for me to walk my cross country 
course and decide which show jumping course I would take.  After I had tacked up it was time for me to take part in the first  stage of the 
riding phase.    
 
Firstly we had a chat with the examiners and they ran through what we were required to do.  We then went on to warm up individually while 
the examiners stood back and watched.  One by one we were then called up to talk briefly about our horse’s way of going and how  we 
could make any improvements and also some basic theory  of lateral movements and terms heard in the horse industry in relation to flat 
work. After this we went into the dressage arena and were put through our paces walk, trot and canter, and our basic lateral movements 
such as leg yield, turns on the forehand and quarter pirouettes. 
 
The next stage of the riding phase was the show jumping, we had been advised to arrive earlier than the allocated time for our test so we 
could create our own course out of the 11 jumps laid out in the school. We had to warm the horses up for jumping by popping over a small 
cross pole once or twice on each rein so the examiners could asses our basic position over a fence. Next we had to jump our course as a 
schooling round, meaning if we needed to we could take a circle in between a fence. I didn’t need to and managed to jump a clear round 
over the fences.  
 
After this we swapped horses, I swapped on to a 14.2 native pony, rather a change after Tikarla! We had to walk, trot and canter them, 
push them forward if we felt safe as by now we were in the cross country field and then jump a few fences that were set out. The scenario 
had been to evaluate the suitability of the horse or pony for a friend’s niece who wanted to compete in pony club horse trials and eventing. I 
found that the pony would be suitable as it was a very genuine pony who really helped the rider out if they found the wrong stride and with a 
more experienced rider would also improve in it’s flatwork and rushing to a fence. 
Last but not least in the riding was the cross country, it was a small course of around 15 fences including the water complex, ditches, steps 
and a drop. You had to show your forward position between fences and the difference between all three phases of riding.  
We then had time to go and untack our horses whilst one candidate who was only doing the riding phase received the verdict.  
 
Then the remaining candidate and I moved onto the stable management section. As there were only two of us left we went one by one with 
each examiner. I went with one examiner to do the theory side of the test to begin with. I had to answer questions on the daily routine, 
shoeing, feeding, and the environments in which horses should and should not be kept, and however simple and easy it sounds written 
down like that you do have to have the knowledge so that they can ask you in depth questions about the topics.  
 
Next was onto the practical side of things, I went over to the small yard and had to talk about the conformation of the horse and how the 
faults of his conformation may affect his way of going. I then had to talk about the horses tack and fit a saddle and determine whether I 
thought it fitted suitably for the horse to be worked in it. Next I had to look at the stable, tack room and general yard and point out the good 
and bad points of it and what I would change if possible.  
 
After this we had to wait for our final result, in the B test it is possible to only pass the stable management, but luckily I had managed to 
pass both! I really would recommend anyone interested to look into doing your B test. Despite being hard work it leaves you with a great 
sense of achievement and really does set you up well for future exams and tests you wish to do.  
 
One thing I did learn was to never underestimate the importance of good preparation as it meant I could go to the test confident in my 
knowledge and riding ability and the only thing that could go wrong was just bad luck on the day. Don’t be worried or nervous of the 
examiners as they aren’t there to catch you out or ask you trick questions, being confident is a good thing that they do look for in a 
candidate.  
 
Overall I found this experience very rewarding as passing it was the prize for all my hard work and preparation. So to anyone who wants to 
do their B test in the future, Good Luck! 
 
By Victoria Cave 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Many congratulations to Vicky for passing her B Test and also to Emma Prest for passing the Horse and Pony 

Care Section of the B Test. 

May I remind everyone that Stable Management sessions will start on 8th September at Bournefield. It is 

important that rally forms are completed for this asap and that Saturday 17th October is kept free for the Test 

Day. 

Sarah Harris 

 
 



Tetrathlon News 

 
Rebecca Mayle was selected earlier this season to represent Area 13 at Stockland Lovell in 

the Inter Area Tetrathlon, an excellent achievement. 
 

Rain persisted for the entire day when the ride took place but SBPC rode some beautiful 
clear rounds and were rewarded for their effort. 

 
Justin Brown was placed 5th individually in the Junior boys and Ben Brown 3rd individually in 

the Mini boys. 
 

The Area 13 Girls team, which included Rebecca, won the competition for the second year 
running. A real achievement as standards were high and the class comprised of over 60 

teams. 
 

Also earlier in the year there were some good results for our members at the New Forest 
Tetrathlon. Both Justin & Ben Brown won their respective classes with both boys taking best 

shoot, Justin also took best run and swim to go with it. Rebecca Mayle came 2nd in the 
Intermediate class with an excellent ride over the 3’3” XC course. Piers Flawn-Thomas 

fought hard to get 4th place in his first junior year and Michael Webber was awarded 3rd in the 
mini boys tetrathlon. 

 
************************ 

 

Volunteers Needed!  
 

South Berks are hosting a Tetrathlon Competition on 10th/11th October incorporating an 

Open Biathlon Class and Parents Team Tetrathlon. 

 

On the Saturday 10th October we need all the stewards associated with XC  events and at 

least 17 fence judges.  It is likely only to last for just over a couple of hours and lunch will be 

provided.   It is to be held at Priory Farm, Beech Hill.  

 

On the Sunday 11th October we need stewards for swimming and running.   No experience is 

necessary as full briefing will be given on the day.  

 

Both days are great fun and contribute substantial amounts to the profits of the Pony Club, 

which is spent throughout all the disciplines, so all help is greatly received.   It may be a 

perfect time to take a look at what it is all about, we are a very active part of the branch, 

giving the members a wide range of experience and we attend competitions at all levels, on 

many different XC  courses around the area. 

 

Please do contact me if you are able to help on either day.  

 

June Mayle  

 

 
 
 


