Home Close Cottage, Reading Road, Burghfield Common, Reading, RG7 3NJ

Dear Members

As I write this it is almost dark and it is only 4.30pm.  It is a difficult time of year for those with horses to care for, we seem to ride less but work twice as hard, many of us leaving home in the dark only to have to come home again in the pitch black.  However, although we yearn for those lovely summer evenings and Bournefield rallies, all is not lost - there are lots of things we can busy ourselves with over these cold winter nights, read on and I will tell you more.

If you are planning to compete next season, perhaps you could give a different discipline a try along with those that are already your favourites.  Members and trainers are friendly across all disciplines so don’t be scared to have a go at something new!  Training over the winter will assist with your goals so speak to the discipline heads about any weaknesses you feel you may have and ask their advice on how best to work on them.  Each discipline runs various training sessions, show jumping starts from small jumps and these sessions are really beneficial for our eventers too, in the spring the outdoor XC training sessions will get under way but in the meantime Caroline has arranged some great sessions with Mark Smith. Our dressage trainer Fiona Harter is incredibly popular with members of all ages, so you may not yet be the next Anky or Carl no matter, she has a brilliant way with the youngest of members talking to them in a language they understand. If the member is able to ride off of the lead rein they can be accommodated and for the little ones we can arrange shorter sessions to help with concentration, if you are interested then speak to Gill Burgess.  Tetrathlon in particular is an all round sport, quite a few of our members who don’t yet ride but like to compete at the Bi and triathlons do so because the family like to go out and compete together.  The swim training continues all through the winter and it is a great way to maintain fitness even for members who do not compete at tet, though watch out it is such a friendly atmosphere you may not be able to help yourself.  Shoot training for the 8+ also continues through the winter if you are interested then speak to Brian Goodenough.

There are lots of useful resources on line not only with our own website which keeps you up to date with what’s going on, but we also recommend you take a look at PCHQ’s website www.pcuk.org here you will find the competition calendar if you select Area 13 you will be able to search local events in our own area, events in areas 12 and 14 are often not too far away either.  We also recommend you take a look at the Pony Prep website www.ponyprep.org, this website has been designed by PC for its members and has been shortlisted for an award.  On here you will find all sorts to keep the children occupied, from how to apply a tail bandage or fit a curb chain to competitions and games such as the colours and marking game – it is a great resource for those taking their tests and badges with Anna Goodenough.

Get yourself a cup of something warm and sit down and read on about the members achievements this year and the exciting things that the committee have planned for winter.  The mince pie rally (always fully booked), a Christmas farm ride and new for this year the Mini/Junior disco; please support it so that it becomes a regular fixture on the calendar.  In addition we are looking into holding a bowling evening for our senior members so there is a lot coming up.  If you would like to see other activities then don’t be afraid to volunteer your services on the Supporters Committee they are always ready to welcome new members with new initiatives, give it a try!  All the best, have a wonderful Christmas and New Year – enjoy, enjoy, enjoy!

Nicki x

